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About SDPI

SDPI was founded in August 1992 on the recommendation of the Pakistan National
Conservation Strategy (NCS), also called Pakistan’s Agenda 21. The NCS placed
Pakistan’s socio-economic development within the context of a national environmental
plan. This highly acclaimed document, approved by the Federal Cabinet in March
1992, outlined the need for an independent non-profit organization to serve as a
source of expertise for policy analysis and development, policy intervention, and policy
and program advisory services. SDPI is registered under the Societies Registration
Act, XXI of 1860.2

Mission

To catalyse the transition towards sustainable development, defined as the
enhancement of peace, social justice and well-being, within and across generations.

Vision

To be a center of excellence on sustainable development policy research, capacity
development and advocacy in Pakistan.

About the Newsletter

The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) publishes a bi-monthly e-
newsletter through its China Study Centre to keep researchers, policymakers, and
stakeholders informed about emerging developments relating to China, regional
cooperation, connectivity, trade, diplomacy, and broader geopolitical and economic
trends.

The newsletter is a compilation of relevant reference material, including news reports,
analytical commentaries, and Op-Eds published in leading national and international
media outlets.



About the China Study Centre

As China’s global role continues to expand across trade, technology, finance, climate
governance, connectivity, and development cooperation, understanding the evolving
dynamics of China and Pakistan-China relations has become increasingly important
for informed policymaking and strategic engagement.

In this context, the China Study Centre at the Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI) serves as a platform for research, policy dialogue, and knowledge
exchange on issues of regional and global significance.

Established in 2018, the Centre aims to bridge the research-policy gap by generating
evidence-based analysis and fostering informed discourse on emerging geopolitical,
economic, technological, and developmental trends linked to China and the broader
region. Particular emphasis is placed on the opportunities and challenges arising from
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), regional connectivity initiatives, trade
and investment cooperation, climate action, innovation ecosystems, and people-to-
people exchanges.

The Centre works closely with universities, government institutions, think tanks,
businesses, media, and civil society organisations to promote collaborative research,
policy engagement, capacity building, and knowledge sharing. By drawing lessons
from China’s development experience and policy evolution, the Centre seeks to
contribute to sustainable economic transformation, regional cooperation, and
evidence-informed decision-making in Pakistan.

Through its publications, dialogues, and analytical work, the China Study Centre
aspires to strengthen understanding of China’s changing role in the global order and
support constructive engagement that advances sustainable development, economic
resilience, and regional stability.



Media Sources Covered

Dawn

The News

The Express Tribune
The Nation

Business Recorder
Daily Times

Pakistan Observer
Pakistan Today
Urdu Point

China Daily

Thematic Focus Areas

The newsletter covers emerging developments, policy debates, research insights, and
strategic trends relating to China, Pakistan-China relations, and regional cooperation,
with a particular focus on:
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Pakistan—China Bilateral Relations and Strategic Cooperation
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)

Regional Integration under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
Business, Innovation, and Entrepreneurship

Trade, Investment, and Tourism

Energy, Climate Change, and Environmental Sustainability
Social Development and Public Policy

Capacity Building, Learning, and Skills Development
Economic Growth, Governance, and Development Policy

. Research, Technology, and Knowledge Exchange

. Chinese History, Language, and Culture

. Open Knowledge and Information Resources

. SDPI Events, Policy Dialogues, Visits, and Publications
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Capacity Building, Learning, and Skills Development

PSDF signs MoU with TANG Chinese Education & Technology, CGPTC

Source: Press Release, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-17

LAHORE - Punjab Skills Development Fund (PSDF) has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with TANG
Chinese Education & Technology Ltd. and China Global Professional & Technical Certification Centre (CGPTC) to
advance cooperation in technical and vocational education and training (TVET). The organizations formalized their
partnership, reaffirming their joint resolve to expand skills op..... more >>

China to train 0.3m Pakistani youths in digital skills annually, says Ahsan Iqgbal

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2026-07-20

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives Ahsan Igbal says that China will impart
digital skills training to as many as 300,000 Pakistani youths every year, further strengthening the country’s
technology sector and knowledge economy. “Pakistan has emerged as the fourth-largest freelancing country in the
world and the talent and capabilities of its yo..... more >>

Digital skills; China to train 300,000 youth annually: Ahsan

Source: Safdar Rasheed, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-20

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Prof. Ahsan Igbal has said that China
will provide digital skills training to 300,000 Pakistani youth every year, which will further strengthen the country’s
technology sector and knowledge economy. The Federal Minister said that Pakistan has emerged as the fourth-
largest freelancing country in the world and that..... more >>

Pakistani scholars strengthen horticultural expertise in China

Source: INP, The News, International , 2026-07-23

Islamabad: The 2026 International Summer School on Horticultural Plant Biology concluded at Huazhong Agricultural
University (HZAU), Wuhan, China, bringing together over 50 students and scholars from Pakistan, Australia, the
United Kingdom, the United Arab Emirates, and China for a two-week program of academic exchange and cultural
immersion. It was jointly organized by the China Scholarship Coun..... more >>

PU, Wuhan varsity ink MoU for hybrid rice research

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2026-07-31

LAHORE: Punjab University has signed a new memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Wuhan University, China,
for development of hybrid rice research centre in Faculty of Agricultural Sciences’ Department of Plant Breeding and
Genetics. The agreement aims to improve and develop new climate-resilient hybrid rice varieties, marking a milestone
in Pak-China scientific collaboration. From Pakistan..... more >>

China and America Trade Conflict

China: the ultimate target Former congresswoman Marjorie Taylor Greene (MTG) called it a 'destruction of
our sovereignty'
Source: Imtiaz Gul, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-07-25

The passage of the U.S. National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2027 proposes $1.15 trillion
defence framework. It reflects the strategic priorities that will shape the American foreign and security policy in future.
The intense cooperation arrangement with Israel anchored in the section 219 of the Act, it seems, only reinforces
that China is now the principal focus of long-term ..... more >>

Page 4 of 21 Vol. 8, No. 14, Issue: 16-31 July 2026


https://www.nation.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2026-07-17/page-10/detail-2
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=444944&db_name=lib_news_2026
https://www.dawn.com/news/2016952/china-to-train-03m-pakistani-youths-in-digital-skills-annually-says-ahsan-iqbal
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=445245&db_name=lib_news_2026
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/admin/adminpanel/lib_news/China%20to%20train%20300,000%20youth%20annually:%20Ahsan
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=445297&db_name=lib_news_2026
https://www.thenews.pk/print/1427611-pakistani-scholars-strengthen-horticultural-expertise-in-china
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=445474&db_name=lib_news_2026
https://e.thenews.pk/detail?id=498257
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=446466&db_name=lib_news_2026
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2620086/china-the-ultimate-target-1
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=445768&db_name=lib_news_2026

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)

A changing role of CPEC 2.0 in Pakistan’s financial and external sectors

Source: Eeman Taimur & Syed Hasanat Shah, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-18

The recent confrontation involving Iran, Israel, and the United States has highlighted the vulnerability of global energy
supply chains and trade routes. The crisis has exposed the risks associated with geopolitical instability in one of the
world’s most critical energy transit corridors. For countries that rely heavily on imported energy, even temporary
disruptions and uncertainty in the re..... more >>

A changing role of CPEC 2.0 in Pakistan’s financial and external sectors

Source: Eeman Taimur & Syed Hasanat Shah, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-18

The recent confrontation involving Iran, Israel, and the United States has highlighted the vulnerability of global energy
supply chains and trade routes. The crisis has exposed the risks associated with geopolitical instability in one of the
world’s most critical energy transit corridors. For countries that rely heavily on imported energy, even temporary
disruptions and uncertainty in the re..... more >>

CPEC miscalculation: how Pakistan built infrastructure but missed development

Source: Dr. Nadeem ul Haque and Shahid M. Sattar, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-23

The debate surrounding the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) has become trapped between two extremes.
One side portrays it as a transformational success that modernized Pakistan’s infrastructure. The other treats it as
the source of many of the country’s current economic difficulties. Both perspectives miss the larger lesson. The real
story of CPEC is not about China, nor is..... more >>

CPEC body to buy bullet-proof car

Source: Shahbaz Rana, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-07-24

ISLAMBAD: The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) secretariat has decided to buy a bullet-proof vehicle at
a cost of Rs95 million to provide security to Chinese nationals, as it said the Cabinet Division could not meet its
pressing needs, resulting in the cancellation of important official engagements. The new Toyota Land Cruiser 3,500cc
vehicle will be in addition to a pool of such vehicles..... more >>

Governance / Trade & Services

PetroChina secures Pakistan’s sixth spot LNG contract

Source: Khalid Mustafa, The News, International , 2026-07-16

ISLAMABAD: PetroChina International has emerged as the successful bidder for Pakistan’s latest spot liquefied
natural gas (LNG) procurement, securing a contract to supply a 140,000-cubic-metre cargo after offering the lowest
price of US$20.6999 per million British thermal units (MMBtu). The cargo, scheduled for delivery on July 21-22, will
be the sixth spot LNG shipment procured by Pakistan..... more >>

PM Shehbaz welcomes Chinese investment to modernize Pakistan’s grain storage

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-23

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday welcomed a Chinese investment initiative to modernize Pakistan’s grain
storage infrastructure and said that stronger business-to-business partnerships between Pakistan and China would
further deepen the two countries’ longstanding strategic relationship. The prime minister was speaking during a
meeting with a delegation led by Jack Chen, Chi..... more >>

146 leading Chinese companies to participate in B2B Investment Conference: Haroon

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-16

ISLAMABAD - Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Industries and Production Haroon Akhtar Khan has said
that the upcoming Pakistan-China B2B Investment Conference on Pharmaceutical, Healthcare & Biotechnology in
Islamabad on 17 July and 18th July marks a significant step towards strengthening industrial cooperation, attracting
foreign investment, promoting technology transfer, and expandi..... more >>
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Pakistan, China reaffirm resolve to cooperate at multilateral fora

Source: Naveed Butt, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-18

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China have exchanged views on the latest regional and global developments, reaffirming
their resolve to maintain close coordination and continue consultations on issues of mutual interest. The two
neighbours resolved this during a meeting between Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister (DPM/FM) Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and Wang Yi, Foreign Minister of China, in Sh..... more >>

Dar, Wang vow to deepen Pak-China ties

Source: News Desk, The News, International , 2026-07-17

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar on Thursday met with his Chinese counterpart Wang
Yi on the margins of the opening ceremony of World Artificial Intelligence Cooperation Organisation (WAICO) in
Shanghai. The two leaders reviewed the broad canvas of Pakistan-China relations and reaffirmed their shared
commitment to further deepening the all-weather strategic cooperativ..... more >>

Pakistan, China agree on new border and immigration controls

Source: Shakeel Anjum, The News, International , 2026-07-18

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China have agreed to expand bilateral cooperation across immigration, border
management, and institutional coordination following a high-level meeting in the capital city. The agreement was
reached during a session between Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi, Minister of State for Interior Talal
Chaudhry, and a visiting Chinese delegation led by Qi Jingyang, the Directo..... more >>

PM assures Chinese nationals of best possible security

Source: Syed Irfan Raza, Dawn, Islamabad , 2026-07-18

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday said the security of Chinese nationals in Pakistan was
“paramount” and assured Chinese investors that the government would leave no stone unturned to provide them with
the best possible protection, as Pakistani and Chinese pharmaceutical companies signed nine agreements worth
more than $440 million. “I would like to say wit..... more >>

Pakistan, China to enhance cooperation on immigration and border management

Source: Iftikhar A. Khan, Dawn, Islamabad , 2026-07-18

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China on Friday agreed to enhance cooperation in immigration, border management and
institutional collaboration. An understanding to this effect was reached during a meeting of Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi and Minister of State for Interior Tallal Chaudhry with a delegation of China’s National Immigration
Administration led by Director General Qi Jingyang here. ..... more >>

Pakistan, China sign $440m pharmaceutical agreements

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-18

ISLAMABAD - Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday urged participants of the URAAN Overseas Pakistan Summer
Scholars Program to utilise their education, research, and global experience for the country’s development and
prosperity. The prime minister met with the scholars here. The participants are currently undergoing a six-week
internship under the Ministry of Planning, Development, and S..... more >>

Pakistan, China reaffirm resolve to cooperate at multilateral fora

Source: Naveed Siddiqui, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-18

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China have exchanged views on the latest regional and global developments, reaffirming
their resolve to maintain close coordination and continue consultations on issues of mutual interest. The two
neighbours resolved this during a meeting between Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister (DPM/FM) Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and Wang Yi, Foreign Minister of China, in Sh..... more >>

16 deals inked as Sino-Pak B2B investment moot concludes

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-19

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan-China Pharmaceutical and Healthcare Business-to-Business (B2B) Investment
Conference 2026 concluded on Saturday with the signing of 16 agreements involving an estimated USD 850 million
in investment in Pakistan’s health sector. Speaking to Business Recorder during the conference, several senior
executives of leading Chinese pharmaceutical and healthcare companies..... more >>
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Chinese group to invest in infrastructure Eyes transport, logistics and connectivity projects in Pakistan
Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-07-19

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Board of Investment Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh held a meeting with a delegation of
Shandong Hi-Speed Group, led by its Chairman Xu Xiang, along with Wang Zhenrong, Country Director, and
representatives of the Tabani Group. The meeting took place on the sidelines of the ongoing Pakistan-China B2B
Investment Conference in the pharmaceutical, healthcare and biotechnology se..... more >>

Long March spirit: a force behind modern China

Source: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, The News, International , 2026-07-20

In China, there is a saying every generation has its own Long March. Why is that? Is the Long March merely a
legendary tale each generation aspires to experience, or does it symbolise a commitment to the nation every
generation seeks to fulfill? This raises a fundamental question: What is the Long March, and why does it hold such
a special place in the hearts of Chinese people? | sought answers t..... more >>

Exports to China soar over 50%; Exporters capitalise on demand for sugar, bagasse, other products
Source: Web Desk, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-07-23

BEIJING/ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's exports to China reached $1.874 billion in the first half of 2026, reflecting a
substantial 50.7% surge compared with exports of $1.244 billion recorded in the same period of 2025, according to
the General Administration of Customs of China (GACC). Monthly performance demonstrated a consistent growth
momentum throughout the period, with March 2026 recording the ..... more >>

Pakistan-China B2B conference held

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-23

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination Mustafa Kamal has said
that during the recently held Pakistan-China Pharmaceutical Business-to-Business (B2B) Conference, the country
has secured USD 629.5 million in agreements. Addressing a press conference here on Wednesday, the Minister said
the conference marks a significant milestone in the government..... more >>

China donates $2m reproductive health supplies

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-07-30

ISLAMABAD: China, in collaboration with the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), on Wednesday handed over
reproductive health and family planning supplies and equipment worth $2 million to Pakistan. The equipment were
handed over in order to improve maternal and newborn healthcare services and expanding family planning access
in 10 underserved districts across the country. The reproductive h..... more >>

SIFC facilitates signing of financing agreements for first phase of Challenge SEZ

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-30

ISLAMABAD - The Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) marked another significant milestone in Pakistan’s
investment and industrial development journey by facilitating the successful signing of financing agreements for the
first phase of the Challenge Special Economic Zone (SEZ), Lahore, at a ceremony held at the Prime Minister’s Office,
Islamabad. Secretary SIFC Jamil Ahmad Q..... more >>

China, UNFPA give $2m reproductive health supplies for 10 underserved districts

Source: Press Release, The News, International , 2026-07-31

Islamabad: The government of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) with the support of the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), here on Thursday handed over reproductive health and family planning supplies and
equipment worth $2 million to the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination (MoNHSR&C)
to strengthen maternal and newborn healthcare services in underserv..... more >>

Learning from China’s economic philosophy and policy — |

Source: Dr Omer Javed, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-31

May 21 marked the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations between China and Pakistan. A proud moment indeed
for the cordial, and the ever-strengthening relations between the two countries, not just on the diplomatic side but in
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a number of aspects, including economy, where the ongoing development with regard to China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), as part of China’s overall Belt and ..... more >>

Pakistan vows more security for China-run mine after insurgency warning

Source: Ali Raza Rind & Ag Reuters, The News, International , 2026-07-16

ISLAMABAD/CHAGAI: Pakistan said on Wednesday it was stepping up security around a Chinese-run copper and
gold mine in Balochistan after insurgent violence disrupted supply routes, and the mine’s operator denied a report
that the project could be forced to shut down. Saindak Metals Limited’s managing director, Raziq Sanjrani, called the
closure report, first published by the Financial ..... more >>

Pakistan-China Bilateral Relations and Strategic Cooperation

Chinese, Pakistani cities to deepen pragmatic cooperation

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-25

Loudi of Hunan Province and Guijrat of Punjab, Pakistan, signed a sister-city memorandum of understanding (MoU)
marking a new phase of institutionalized and pragmatic cooperation between the two cities. The MoU was signed by
Yang Wei, Mayor of Loudi City, and Shafay Hussain, Minister for the Industries, Commerce and Investment
Department of the Government of Punjab, at a ceremony in Lahore, witn..... more >>

PM reaffirms commitment to Sino-Pak cooperation

Source: APP, The News, International , 2026-07-28

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif Monday said that Pakistan and China will continue working closely to
implement the important decisions and agreements between the leadership of the two countries, for the mutual
benefit of their peoples. Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong called on the prime minister at the PM House. Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, Federal Minister for ..... more >>

China our most trusted, time-tested friend: Shehbaz

Source: M Waqgar Bhatti, The News, International , 2026-07-18

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday welcomed the signing of nine pharmaceutical agreements
between Pakistani and Chinese private companies worth $440m and expressed confidence that the collaboration
would accelerate the development of Pakistan’s pharmaceutical industry. Addressing the inaugural session of
Pakistan-China Pharmaceutical Business-to-Business (B2B) Investment Con..... more >>

Better ties vital for Pak-India-China prosperity: ex-FM Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri

Source: Zulgarnain Tahir, Dawn, Islamabad , 2026-07-21

LAHORE: Former foreign minister Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri has said peaceful co-existence between Pakistan, India
and China is essential to unlocking regional connectivity, stabilising trade routes and fighting poverty in one of the
world’s poorest regions. He was addressing a gathering to mark the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations between
Pakistan and China and the 105th anniversary o..... more >>

Pakistan names new envoy to China

Source: Muhammad Saleh Zaafir, The News, International , 2026-07-29

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has designated Additional Foreign Secretary for Asia-Pacific Dr Syed Ali Asad Gillani as its
new ambassador to China, with the government seeking the host country’s agrément (consent for the appointment)
for his posting, diplomatic sources said on Tuesday. He will replace Khalil Hashmi, who is due to reach
superannuation early next year. Highly placed diplomatic s..... more >>
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Research, Development & Capacity Building

China’s Al wave

Source: Huma Yusuf, Dawn, Islamabad , 2026-07-20

ARTIFICIAL intelligence (Al) means different things to different people: risk and opportunity, job losses and job
creation, energy waste and economic growth, climate disaster and future of the planet. Debates on the shape of Al
governance are equally fraught. That debate became more interesting recently with the launch of the World Al
Cooperation Organisation in Shanghai. Chinese President Xi Jin..... more >>

Technology, Trade & Innovation

China starts production of home-grown immersion DUV chipmaking tools - source

Source: Reuters, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-07-28

China has begun mass producing domestically developed immersion deep-ultraviolet (DUV) lithography machines,
a technology crucial to advanced chipmaking, a person familiar with the matter said, marking a key step forward in
Beijing's drive to reduce its reliance on foreign technologies. Shanghai Aishengna Electronic Technology Group, a
litle-known Chinese state-owned company, is lea..... more >>

Xi urges global cooperation to make Al safe, inclusive

Source: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, The News, International , 2026-07-27

A man of wisdom adapts to change; a man of knowledge acts according to circumstances, said President Xi Jinping
at the 2026 World Al Conference and High-Level Meeting on Global Al Governance. His remarks reflect China’'s
broader approach to technological transformation: embracing innovation, adapting to changing circumstances and
seeking to ensure that technological progress contributes to sh..... more >>

Benefiting from Chinese pharma innovation

Source: Adeel Munawar, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-07-27

Pakistan has set an overall merchandise export target of $32.9 billion for FY27. However, it risks repeating last year's
missed targets if the government fails to promote export-led industries. Highlighting this need, a recent report by
SMEDA identifies five high-potential, export-oriented sectors: Pharmaceuticals, Information Technology, Food
Processing, Surgical Instruments, and Leather. Ph..... more >>

Trade, Investment, and Tourism

Pakistan to host China-focused pharmaceutical investment conference in Islamabad

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-16

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan will host the Pakistan-China Pharmaceutical & Healthcare B2B Investment Conference 2026
from July 17-18 at the Marriott Hotel, Islamabad, aimed at boosting bilateral investment, technology transfer and joint
ventures in the pharmaceutical and healthcare sectors. Speaking at a pre-conference media briefing, Federal Minister
for National Health Services, Regulations and Coor..... more >>

Pakistan-China Pharma B2B Conference to create investment opportunities of up to $1b

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-27

ISLAMABAD - Former chairman of the Pakistan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association (PPMA), Malik Arshad
has termed the Pakistan-China Pharmaceutical Business-to-Business (B2B) Conference a game changer for
Pakistan’s pharmaceutical industry and the national economy, saying it is expected to create investment opportunities
worth up to $1 billion in the country’s pharmaceutical sector...... more >>

Maritime minister woos Chinese firms

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-07-22

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has invited Chinese investors to expand investment in its ports, logistics and maritime sectors,
with the government committing to transform the country into a regional transit trade, logistics and industrial hub,
according to a statement on Tuesday. Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry
made the pitch at the Regional Transit Trade Hub Initiativ..... more >>
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Chinese led consortium submits lowest bid for Jinnah Medical Complex

Source: Muhammad Asad Chaudhry, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-17

ISLAMABAD - An international consortium led by China’s Shaanxi Construction Engineering Group Corporation
(SCEGC) Limited has emerged as the lowest bidder in the financial evaluation for the construction of the Jinnah
Medical Complex in Islamabad. A total of three companies were in the race to secure the contract for the construction
of this state-of-the-art hospital in the federal capital. ..... more >>

Pakistan seeks Chinese investment in high-tech slaughterhouses

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-17

ISLAMABAD - Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research Rana Tanveer Hussain chaired a high-level
meeting with a Chinese delegation to discuss expanding bilateral cooperation in the livestock sector, with particular
focus on enhancing Pakistan’s meat exports to China. Welcoming the delegation, the federal minister emphasized
that Pakistan possesses enormous potential in the liv..... more >>

Dar, Wang discuss trade and investment

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-17

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar on Thursday held a bilateral
meeting with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Shanghai. The Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister was
accompanied by Shaza Fatima Khawaja, Minister for Information Technology & Telecommunications; Ali Mustafa
Dar, Adviser to the Chief Minister of Punjab on Atrtificial Intellige..... more >>

Skardu-Kashgar direct flights proposed

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2026-07-25

ISLAMABAD: G-B Chief Minister Amjad Hussain Azar on Friday proposed launching direct flights between Skardu
and Kashgar and sought an on-arrival visa facility for Chinese tourists visiting G-B during a meeting with Chinese
Ambassador Jiang Zaidong. The chief minister said direct flights between Skardu and Kashgar would promote
tourism, strengthen people-to-people contacts and open new avenues fo..... more >>

PM Shehbaz welcomes Chinese investment to modernize Pakistan’s grain storage

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-23

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday welcomed a Chinese investment initiative to modernize Pakistan’s grain
storage infrastructure and said that stronger business-to-business partnerships between Pakistan and China would
further deepen the two countries’ longstanding strategic relationship. The prime minister was speaking during a
meeting with a delegation led by Jack Chen, Chi..... more >>

Crockery products imported from China; NTC initiates anti-dumping investigation

Source: Mushtag Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-31

ISLAMABAD: The National Tariff Commission (NTC) has initiated an anti-dumping investigation into the alleged
dumping of crockery products imported from China, following a formal complaint by a local manufacturer. According
to an official notice issued by the Commission, the investigation was launched after M/s Green Crockery and
Housewares (Private) Limited filed an application under Section ..... more >>

China accounts for over half of Pakistan’s net FDI in previous FY

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-20

ISLAMABAD - China accounted for more than half of Pakistan’s net foreign direct investment (FDI) in fiscal year
2025-26, reaffirming its position as the country’s dominant investment partner despite an overall decline in foreign
investment, according to a provisional data released by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). The analysis shows
Pakistan attracted net FDI of $1.637 billion durin..... more >>

Pakistan signs WAICO agreement in China

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2026-07-17

Islamabad - Pakistan signed the agreement on the establishment of the World Atrtificial Intelligence Cooperation
Organisation (WAICO) at a signing ceremony that was held in Shanghai, China on Thursday. Deputy Prime Minister
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and Foreign Minister Senator Ishaq Dar signed the agreement on behalf of Pakistan. According to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Pakistan reaffirmed its commitment as a foundi..... more >>

USD440m pharma deals signed; PM assures China of protecting citizens, investment

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad / Zulfiqar Ahmad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-18

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif sought to reassure Beijing on Friday that Islamabad would take all
possible measures to protect Chinese citizens working and investing in Pakistan, as companies from the two
countries signed agreements worth around USD 440 million in the pharmaceutical and healthcare sectors. The
agreements were signed between Pakistani and Chinese pharmaceutical compa..... more >>

Pakistan, China to hold pharma investment summit

Source: M Wagqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2026-07-16

ISLAMABAD: More than 450 pharmaceutical and healthcare companies from Pakistan and China will participate in
a two-day investment conference in Islamabad this week to forge business partnerships, promote technology transfer
and expand local manufacturing of medicines, vaccines, pharmaceutical ingredients and medical devices, senior
federal ministers announced on Wednesday. Addressing a joint pre-..... more >>
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China Study Centre: E-Newsletter
SDPI’'s Engagements

Launch of Sustainable Policy Economic Bulletin

PM’s coordinator for deep structural reforms to streamline economy

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2026-07-23

ISLAMABAD, Jul 23 (APP): Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Commerce Rana Ihsaan Afzal on Thursday stressed
the need for deep structural reforms to put Pakistan’s economy on the path of sustainable growth. He was speaking
at the relaunch of Sustainable Policy Economic Bulletin: Budgeting the Unbudgeted here at Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI) on Thursday, said a press releas..... more >>

PM’s Coordinator for Deep Structural Reforms to Streamline Economy

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2026-07-23

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 23rd Jul, 2026) Coordinator to the Prime Minister on
Commerce Rana lhsaan Afzal on Thursday stressed the need for deep structural reforms to put Pakistan's economy
on the path of sustainable growth. He was speaking at the relaunch of Sustainable Policy Economic Bulletin:
Budgeting the Unbudgeted here at Sustainable Development Policy Institu..... more >>

PM’s coordinator for deep structural reforms to streamline economy

Source: Web Desk, The Green Post , 2026-07-23

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Commerce Rana lhsaan Afzal on Thursday stressed the need for
deep structural reforms to put Pakistan’s economy on the path of sustainable growth. He was speaking at the
relaunch of Sustainable Policy Economic Bulletin: Budgeting the Unbudgeted here at Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI) on Thursday. The government has corrected ..... more >>

SDPI Economic Bulletin Relaunched as Government Pushes Sustainable Reform Agenda

Source: Infonews, Infora News , 2026-07-23

ISLAMABAD (23 July 2026): Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Commerce Rana |Ihsaan Afzal on Thursday
stressed the need for deep structural reforms to put Pakistan’s economy on the path of sustainable growth. He was
speaking at the relaunch of Sustainable Policy Economic Bulletin: Budgeting the Unbudgeted here at Sustainable
Development Policy Institute (SDPI) on Thursday. The government has..... more >>

PM’s coordinator for deep structural reforms to streamline economy
Source: Staff Reporter, Pakistan Observer , 2026-07-24
..... more >>
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Collaboration

UNFPA, SDPI Urge Data-driven Reporting on Population Issues in KP

Source: AFP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2026-07-16

PESHAWAR, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 16th Jul, 2026) The United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), in collaboration with the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), on Thursday convened a
meeting of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Media Coalition on Reproductive Health and Family Planning to promote
evidence-based reporting on population, health and development issues. The meeting, su..... more >>

UNFPA, SDPI Highlight Population Challenges For Sustainable Development In KP

Source: Web Desk, The Green Post , 2026-07-16

PESHAWAR (16 July 2026): Journalists, policy experts and officials from the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) unveiled fresh data on youth, population, family planning and child marriage for reporting on issues
pertaining to population here on Thursday. The data was released at a session, titled: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
Media Coalition Meeting on Reproductive Health and Family Planning, ho..... more >>

UN Population Fund, SDPI hold media session on population, health reporting

Source: Radio Pakistan, Radio Pakistan , 2026-07-17

The United Nations Population Fund held an interactive session with media in collaboration with the Sustainable
Development Policy Institute to build a sustained data bank for evidence-based reporting on population, health and
development. During the session, fresh data on youth, population, family planning and child marriage was unveiled.
Addressing the session, Program Specialist UNFPA-KP Dr S..... more >>

UNFPA, SDPI urge data-driven reporting on population issues

Source: Web Desk, LEAD Pakistan , 2026-07-17

PESHAWAR The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), in collaboration with the Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI), on Thursday convened a meeting of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Media Coalition on
Reproductive Health and Family Planning to promote evidence-based reporting on population, health and
development issues. The meeting, supported by the Government of the Netherlands, brought tog..... more >>

Call for data-driven reporting on population issues in KP
Source: Times Report, Time of Pakistan , 2026-07-17
..... more >>
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Consultative Discussion

Pakistan’s air quality is 15 times high than the safe limit

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2026-07-20

ISLAMABAD, Jul 20 (APP): Pakistan’s recently recorded air quality is 15 times higher than the safe limit in some
areas, which is a big danger to human health, reveals an unpublished National State of Environment Report (NSOER)
to be launched soon. At a consultation session, held jointly by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) i..... more >>

Pakistan’s air quality is 15 times high than the safe limit, says a report

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2026-07-20

ISLAMABAD, July 20, (SABAH): Pakistan’s recently recorded air quality is 15 times higher than the safe limit in some
areas, which is a big danger to human health, reveals an unpublished National State of Environment Report (NSOER)
to be launched soon. At a consultation session, held jointly by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDP..... more >>

Pakistan's Air Quality is 15 Times High than the Safe Limit

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2026-07-20

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 20th Jul, 2026) Pakistan’s recently recorded air quality is 15
times higher than the safe limit in some areas, which is a big danger to human health, reveals an unpublished National
State of Environment Report (NSOER) to be launched soon. At a consultation session, held jointly by the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Sustain..... more >>

Pakistan’s air quality is 15 times high than the safe limit
Source: Staff Reporter, Pakistan Observer , 2026-07-21
..... more >>

UNEP, SDPI Highlight Alarming Air Pollution Levels Ahead of National Environment Report

Source: News Desk, Infora News , 2026-07-20

ISLAMABAD (20 July 2026): Pakistan’s recently recorded air quality is 15 times higher than the safe limit in some
areas, which is a big danger to human health, reveals an unpublished National State of Environment Report (NSOER)
to be launched soon. At a consultation session, held jointly by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in..... more >>

Pakistan’s Air Pollution Reaches 15 Times Safe Limit in Some Areas, New Environment Report Warns
Source: Web Desk, The Green Post , 2026-07-20

ISLAMABAD: Air pollution in some parts of Pakistan has reached 15 times the internationally accepted safe limit,
posing a serious threat to public health, according to the findings of the upcoming National State of Environment
Report (NSOER) presented during a consultation session in Islamabad. The consultation was jointly organized by
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Susta..... more >>

Pakistan’s air pollution reaches 15 times above safe limit, report reveals

Source: Hamza Shahnawaz, Pakistan Revenue , 2026-07-20

National State of Environment Report highlights worsening air quality, health risks and urgent need for stronger
climate action Pakistan’s air quality has reached dangerous levels, with PM2.5 concentrations recorded up to 15
times higher than the safe limit in some areas, according to findings from an unpublished National State of
Environment Report (NSOER) set to be launched soon. The..... more >>
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Environment report highlights severe air pollution, policy gaps

Source: Rasheed Khalid, The News, International , 2026-07-22

Islamabad: Pakistan’s recently recorded air quality is 15 times higher than the safe limit in some areas, which is a
big danger to human health, reveals an unpublished National State of Environment Report (NSOER) to be launched
soon. At a consultation session, organised here jointly by United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in collabor..... more >>
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Geographic shield

Source: Naseer Memon, Dawn, Islamabad , 2026-07-18

PAKISTAN'S stance on India’s unilateral suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty is rooted in its legal rights concerning
the Indus basin’s western rivers under the treaty. Walking away from the treaty is a breach of obligation by India.
Moreover, the threat to stop flows to the lower riparian is a human rights violation. Anxiety and warning of reciprocal
action were only to be expe..... more >>

The Invisible Heroes of Our Streets: The Life of a Gig Worker

Source: Rana Irfan Rafi, LEAD Pakistan , 2026-07-20

If u step out into the road in any major city in Pakistan, you will a familiar scene there are hundreds of bike riders
everywhere. Some carrying thermal bags for foods, other waiting for ride booking through apps like indrive, bykea or
yango etc, and some of them just looking passengers. Whether people need to go somewhere or send a package,
or order dinner these workers are available 24/7 .we often ..... more >>

Who pays the cost of silence?

Source: Sahar Basharat, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-21

When silence overpowers human emotions, society turns inhuman and violent. Power imbalances intentionally hit
gender norms, so violence becomes part of routine life. In such a society, where system supports gender-based
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violence, victims are always pushed towards the wrong side of the law, blamed and ultimately silenced. In Pakistan,
there is a sharp rise in gender-based violence for the last..... more >>

Beyond cashless headlines

Source: Dr Irffan Ahmad Chatha, The News, International , 2026-07-21

Pakistan’s transition towards a cashless economy has gained fresh policy attention, as evidenced by a recent high-
level government meeting on digital payments. The latest figures offer good reason for optimism: active QR
merchants have reportedly increased threefold over the past year to more than two million, mobile banking application
users have risen from 95 million to 137 million, and P..... more >>

The invisible frontline!

Source: Aimen Malik, Pakistan Observer , 2026-07-23

PAKISTAN'S digital transformation is creating new opportunities for women, but it is also exposing them to new forms
of harm. Cyber harassment, stalking, impersonation, blackmail and deepfake abuse are no longer isolated incidents
on the margins of the internet. They are now shaping who feels safe speaking, working, campaigning, learning and
participating in public life. That makes cyber vio..... more >>

Climate governance whiplash

Source: Zainab Naeem, The News, International , 2026-07-25

Pakistan has entered a phase of climate governance whiplash where extreme heat, intense rainfall, prolonged
droughts, glacier instability and water insecurity are no longer isolated environmental challenges but interconnected
threats shaping the country’s economy, food security, public health and national stability. Climate governance
whiplash is Pakistan’s struggle between knowing an..... more >>

Climate governance whiplash

Source: Zainab Naeem, Geo News , 2026-07-25

Pakistan has entered a phase of climate governance whiplash where extreme heat, intense rainfall, prolonged
droughts, glacier instability and water insecurity are no longer isolated environmental challenges but interconnected
threats shaping the country's economy, food security, public health and national stability. Climate governance
whiplash is Pakistan's struggle between knowing and do..... more >>

UN elections and institutional effectiveness

Source: Sadia Ishrat Satti, The News, International , 2026-07-26

F or eight decades, the United Nations has been the world’s arbiter of human rights and equality, yet its own highest
office remains an unbroken glass ceiling. Since 1945, nine secretaries-general have led the organisation; every single
one has been a man. As the institution approaches its 80th anniversary, the 2026 selection process is no
longer..... more >>

Tax more or grow more?

Source: Muhammad Waseem, The News, International , 2026-07-27

The federal budget stands at around Rs18.77 trillion, and the government is targeting economic growth of around
4.1 per cent, while inflation is expected to remain in single digits. The story of the development side is different; the
Public Sector Development Programme places the national development outlay at Rs3.675 trillion, including Rs1
trillion for the federal PSDP, Rs2.44 trillion for prov..... more >>
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In the crossfire of the ceasefire

Source: Arfa ljaz & Sarim Zia, The News, International , 2026-07-28

While the missiles fly in the Middle East, the most immediate shockwaves are being felt in regional capitals, as well
as in the sprawling markets and boardrooms of Pakistan. The recent collapse of the US-Iran ceasefire MoU, a
landmark interim agreement known as the Islamabad Memorandum, brokered by Pakistan itself to temporarily halt
the war and reopen the Strait of Hormuz, has thrust global geop..... more >>

In the crossfire of the ceasefire

Source: Arfa ljaz & Sarim Zia, Geo News , 2026-07-28

While the missiles fly in the Middle East, the most immediate shockwaves are being felt in regional capitals, as well
as in the sprawling markets and boardrooms of Pakistan. The recent collapse of the US-Iran ceasefire MoU, a
landmark interim agreement known as the Islamabad Memorandum, brokered by Pakistan itself to temporarily halt
the war and reopen the Strait of Hormuz, has thrust global geop..... more >>

SDPI's Related Articles

Pakistan can turn its solar boom into industrial growth by learning from China's model-INP
Source: Muhammad Zulgarnain, Independent News Pakistan , 2026-07-19
..... more >>

Rethinking trade policy

Source: Ishrat Husain, Dawn, Islamabad , 2026-07-21

The preparation of the Strategic Trade Policy (STP) for 2026-31 is an opportunity not merely to set fresh export
targets but also rethink our export strategy in the light of lessons of the past decade. Any new policy’s credibility
depends on fixing structural weaknesses that have repeatedly undermined implementation. First, policies alone don’t
produce results. Pakistan has prepared..... more >>

Food rethink

Source: Dr Babar Shahbaz, The News, International , 2026-07-25

Pakistan’s food system is facing a serious paradox. Our farmers produce more food than ever before, yet food
insecurity, malnutrition and hunger are highest in the region. Millions of Pakistanis still cannot afford the healthy and
nutritious diets they need to live productive lives. Our food policies have largely focused on increasing agricultural
production and ensuring the availability of..... more >>

SDPI's Relevant News, Analysis, and Commentary

Lack of access to cooling to amplify heat deaths in Pakistan

Source: Zaki Abbas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2026-07-29

ISLAMABAD: As extreme heat events become more frequent, most poor countries lack the resources to power the
cooling systems needed to adapt to rising temperatures, resulting in 10 times more deaths compared to their wealthier
counterparts. According to a new study by the Climate Impact Lab, headquartered at the University of Chicago,
climate-driven temperature changes are on track to cause abou..... more >>

'Pakistan's energy challenges cannot be addressed through isolated interventions’

Source: BR Web Desk, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2026-07-31

Pakistan’s energy challenges cannot be resolved through isolated policy measures, as sustainable reform requires
simultaneous efforts to improve grid reliability, lower electricity costs, and accelerate renewable energy deployment
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alongside initiatives to bring industries back to the national grid, two research reports highlighted. The Policy
Research Institute for Equitable Development (PR..... more >>
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Need to shift from reactive to anticipatory action stressed to ensure climate resilience

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2026-07-28

ISLAMABAD, Jul 28 (APP): Pakistan must abandon its firefighting approach to disasters and instead invest in
anticipatory action, early warning systems, and climate-resilient land use to ensure beefed up climate resilience of
the nation. This was the crux of the discussion at a webinar, titled: “Climate Extremes in Pakistan: Heatwaves,
Monsoon Variability and Compound Risks”, organize..... more >>

Need to shift from reactive to anticipatory action stressed to ensure climate resilience

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2026-07-28

ISLAMABAD, July 28 (SABAH): Pakistan must abandon its firefighting approach to disasters and instead invest in
anticipatory action, early warning systems, and climate-resilient land use to ensure beefed up climate resilience of
the nation. This was the crux of the discussion at a webinar, titled: “Climate Extremes in Pakistan: Heatwaves,
Monsoon Variability and Compound Risks”, o..... more >>

Need to Shift from Reactive to Anticipatory Action Stressed to Ensure Climate Resilience

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2026-07-28

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 28th Jul, 2026) Pakistan must abandon its firefighting
approach to disasters and instead invest in anticipatory action, early warning systems, and climate-resilient land use
to ensure beefed up climate resilience of the nation. This was the crux of the discussion at a webinar, titled: “Climate
Extremes in Pakistan: Heatwaves, Monsoon Varia..... more >>
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Need to shift from reactive to anticipatory action stressed to ensure climate resilience

Source: Web Desk, The Green Post , 2026-07-28

ISLAMABAD (28 July 2026): Pakistan must abandon its firefighting approach to disasters and instead invest in
anticipatory action, early warning systems, and climate-resilient land use to ensure beefed up climate resilience of
the nation. This was the crux of the discussion at a webinar, titled: “Climate Extremes in Pakistan: Heatwaves,
Monsoon Variability and Compound Risks”, organiz..... more >>

Need to shift from reactive to anticipatory action stressed
Source: Staff Reporter, Pakistan Observer , 2026-07-29
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Workshop News

Media urged to give dedicated airtime and more space to issues like population, reproductive health, GBV
Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2026-07-28

LAHORE, July 28 (SABAH): Experts have urged the mainstream media to give more space and dedicated airtime to
the issues like population, reproductive health, youths inclusion, child marriages and gender-based violence. Over
two dozen journalists, bureau chiefs and digital editors from leading news organizations gathered here at the fourth
meeting of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Medi..... more >>

Media Urged to Prioritize Population, Reproductive Health & GBV Reporting

Source: Jeevey Pakistan, Jeevey Pakistan , 2026-07-28

Media experts have called on mainstream news organizations to allocate dedicated airtime and greater editorial
space to population, reproductive health, gender-based violence (GBV), youth inclusion, child marriage, and other
key development issues. The appeal was made during the fourth UNFPA Media Coalition meeting, organized by the
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) with support from..... more >>
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Media Urged to Prioritize Population, Reproductive Health & GBV Reporting
Source: Our Correspondent, Daily Notable , 2026-07-29
..... more >>
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